THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
were not signed by Government officials, but
by the secretaries or agents of revolutionary-
clubs. That went on for months, and it cul-
minated in the murder of a political leader by
uniformed police, or at any rate, regular police
in a prison van. If I could conceive myself as
Commissioner of Police of this Metropolis, I
assure your Lordships in all earnestness and
sincerity I should never dream of disposing of
the noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi, in any such
fashion ; but that is what this eminent Govern-
ment did.
I wish to turn from that to another, a kindred
subject. Some people put the blame for the
insurrection upon the Church. No doubt the
leaders of the Church in Spain do take the side
of the Nationalist forces. It is very natural
if a conflict breaks out in your country that
you should wish for the success of the people
who will not cut your throat rather than of those
who will, but there is no evidence whatever
that the action of the Generals was instigated by
that of the leaders of the Church, though I
should blame them very little under the circum-
stances if it had been. It is quite false to suppose
that the insurgent forces are all animated by a
burning spirit of Catholicism. They are not.
They are composed, as my noble friend below
me said, of all kinds of elements. They are
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